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DESCRIPTION 
EXHAUST GAS TREATMENT UNIT AND METHOD 

1- Field Of hhi. i»^.^t-1nTi 

The present invention relates to an exhaust gas 
treatment unit for subjecting an exhaust gas dischara^d f 

t^e^eTLr o! orte'Se'to^r 

treatment for removing harmful substances, and more 

ZllT"^""' '° " ^"^^"^-^ "-^^ ^or removing 

harmful gases such a. monosilane (SiH.) , phosphine (PH3, 

hydrogen nitride (NH,) and nitrogen fluoride (NF,) contained 
xn an exhaust gas by thermally oxidative deco^osition 



2. 



In the mwufacture of semiconductors, « exhaust gas is 
generated which contains noxious gases such as siH PH 

control Law) , manufacturers are obligated to install an 
.>d«ust gas treatment unit in order to treat the discharged 
exhaust gas and to discharge the exhaust gas onl^ after 
noxious gases have been removed or made harmless The 1^ 
sets Threshold Limit Values (TLV) for noxious gases which 
are the maximum allowable amounts of these gases which may 
be present in discharged exhaust gases. Known types of 
exhaust gas treatment units for removal of these gases 
include a chemical reaction type treatment unit for removing 
noxious gases by an oxidative or neutralization reaction 
using a neutralizing agent such as metal oxides or caustic 
soda (sodium hydroxide) . other known types of exhaust gas 
treatment units include wet scrubber type units or 
combustion type units which bum the exhaust gas using a gas 
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exhaust gas treatment units such a. 
those mentioned ahove, there are various probLI, r" a 
Chemical reaction type treat«nt unit high e^e'e a^a 
substantial labor are retired for exchanginfthe eh'lc , 
agents or metal oxides used in the treatment in'tT ' 
Of a wet scrubber type treatment unit la^! ' 
ashing water and an absorbing li^il'aieXTr^ ^ 

e^nr \:e~:te~ - - — 

comb„'^"'^°"* ' combustion type treatment unit a 
combustion improver such as hydrooen n,..K 
amount of air or oxygen are ZtZZ lTlZlsT ^ 
»ter cooling installation is also ^0,^^^^ * 
exhaust gas because the exhaust gas I^!t 

co^ustion type treatment unit is MgT ^^T" \' 
ia a problem with combustion treatment 'in^l r 
as reaction products are easily deZLe^ deposits such 

co^ustion reactor which must VZT^LZrjZT ' 



It is therefore an obi act nf m,- 
produce an exhaust gas tre^r^'ul' ^ 
aforementioned problems are addressed. 

In order to achieve the aforementioned obiect ^- 

::j:ir"™^ - -^-^ - ---- - °17 

reaving noxious gases contained In an exhaust gas by 
e^aust gas and oxygen are introduced, a heating source 

h aTtl il'd T: ^''^""'^ °' ^'■^ "^"^"^ '™ - - to 
neac the inside of the heatinrr 

neacmg drum, a temperature det-A.n.r, 
means for detecting the te^erature of the Inside of tL " 
heating drum in the vicinity of its outl., 
.or controlling the -ating^sourcera":::dL:™ T^' 
detected value from the temperature detection mea:: so that 
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the temperature of the inside of ^ho >, . • 

vicinity of its outlet """"^ the 

r acs outlet is maintained within = 
te«p.ratur« range, and an alr-cool!d T P^-^^ermlned 
connected to the outlet of the Zat T ""'""^ 
S the preaeter^ea ten^eratJe r^^^rLST^h 

preferably 3S0-C - soo-c. heating dna, 

The Invention will be desert n-j • 

exhanat^ga: t^^t^:"::: rrrdt:": r^-" - 

Invention, and "cording to the present 

using'ti e:c^„s\^"'t:Lr"f "^-"^ '^""^'^ "^'"^-^ 
15 present inventio^. ""^^^ '° '"e 

Fig. 1 is a schematic view in„e*.*.,..- 
Of the exhaust gas treat^nt It ar^rdi!:^"''^™"^" 
invention. The exhaust gas t^t JL ^ * 

iO provided for treati„= T of Pig. i 

-aust gas c::iti^ri^T::Ti::^errr - 

' ^^te°"^r- ^ 
device l » /"treatment unit includes a heating 

^ Hea:i:g de icT 1^ :t: r " ^ - - 
i««.auced to thet: i::\et:r" z °^ 

exhaust gas is oxidativ.,„ T ^^"^ " "^^e 

ha^less'silicon^xl e lo^T^r" T '° 
the treated gas discharged fL t^e I T^ ' 
filtering device 3 re J^s trhatl ^^"^ ' 

treated gas m . '""■less sio, from the 

sas. 1- crder to prevent the exhaust gas or the 
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treated gas fron, being released to the atmosphere, the 
heatrng device 1, cooling device 2, and filtering device 3 
are preferably acconunodated in a casing 4 which is 
ventilated. 

in the heating device i of the present invention, when 
the .ns.de of the heating device is heated by a heati;g 
source noxious gases such as siH., i„ the exhaust gas are 
thermally decomposed by the heat. l„ order for the noxious 
gases to be decomposed, the quantity of air or oxygen 
introduced into the heating drum must be of a suf fLently 
minimum quantity to allow the oxidation of the oxidativelv 
decomposable noxious gases. 

aetJ"^ heating source with a tecnperature 

detection means and a control means, the temperature of the 
xnsxde of the heating device 1, and especially in the 
vicxnity an outlet of the heating device is kept almost 
constant and hence the oxidative decomposition reaction is 
stabxlxzed. After the thermal oxidative decomposition, the 
treated gas which is discharged from the outlet of the 
heating drum is cooled down to a desired temperature by 
means of the air-cooled type cooling device 2 

The heating device i is composed of a cylindrical 
heating drum 5 and a cylindrical electric heater 6 disposed 
so as to surround the periphexy of the heating drum 5. The 
heatxng drum 5 is positioned within the casing 4 with an 
axis of the heating drum substantially vertical. An inlet 
nozzle 7 at the upper end of the heating drum 5 is connected 
to an exhaust gas introduction pipe 8 for introducing an 
exhaust gas from a semiconductor manufacturing installation 
An axr xntroduction pipe 9 for introducing air containing 
oxygen which is necessary for oxidizing the SiH, in the 
exhaust gas is connected to the. exhaust gas introduction 
pipe 8. The air introduction pipe 9 has a flow rate 
regulation valve 10 provided therein. By adjusting this 
flow rate regulation valve lo, air in an amount 
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corresponding to the amount of oxygen used in oxidation of 
the SiH. in the exhaust gas can be supplied into the heating 
darum 5. =• 

in the embodiment illustrated in Fig. i, a gas header 
11 is provided for removing oxidation products from the 
interior surfaces of the heating drum 5. The gas header ii 
IS filled with nitrogen or air under pressure and is 
connected to the exhaust gas introduction pipe 8 by way of a 
header gas introduction pipe 12. The header gas 
introduction pipe 12 is provided with a valve 30 in order to 
instantaneously send out compressed nitrogen or the like 
into the heating drum 5 so that oxidation products deposited 
on the inner wall surfaces of the heating drum 5 are shaken 
down off the wall surfaces of the drum. 

Temperature sensors 13.14 are disposed at the upper 
portion and the lower portion of the inside of the heating 
drum 5. A temperature sensor is is also attached at the 
inner surface of the electric heater 6 between the electric 
heater and the heating drum 5. The temperature sensors 
13,14,15 are connected to a controller 16 for controlling 
the various valves and the electric heater 6 . The 
controller 16 is adapted to receive detected temperature 
signals from the temperature sensors 13,14,15 and to control 
the electric heater 6 and the air flow rate regulation valve 
10 so that the thermally oxidative decomposition of SiH, is 
properly carried out within the heating drum 5. 

An outlet nozzle 17 at the lower end of the heating 
drum 5 is connected to the cooling device 2. The cooling 
device 2 is of an air cooled type, and includes an air- 
cooled pipe equipped with fins (hereinafter referred to as 
"an air-cooled finned pipe") la connected to the outlet 
nozzle 17 of the heating drum 5 and a fan 19 for forcibly 
passing air over the fins of the air-cooled finned pipe 18 
In the embodiment of Fig. i, a temperature sensor 20 is 
provided inside of the outlet portion of the air-cooled 
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fxnned pipe 18. In accordance with a detected temperature 
sxgnal from this temperature sensor 20, the controller may 
determine whether the air-cooled finned pipe 18 and the fan 
19 are operating properly to sufficiently cool the exhaust 
gas . 

The outlet end of the air-cooled finned pipe 18 is 
connected to the filtering device 3. The filtering device 3 
serves to remove fine particles of Sio, resulting from 

In the ^r 1 T "'u ^'^''^^'^^ ^^^^^'^ ^^^ained 

in the treated gas by filtration. Preferably, a bag filter 

xs used to remove the oxidation products such as the fine 
particles of SiO,. Other dust removing equipment, for 
example a cyclone, can also be used. 

The rear stage of the filtering device 3 in the 
embodiment of Fig. i, is preferably connected to a harmful 
substance removing device 21 for a final treatment of the 
exhaust gas. The exhaust gas exiting from the harmful 
substance removal device is exhausted by an exhausting 
blower 22. Although the removing device 21 and the blower 
22 may be accommodated in the casing 4, they are optional 
devices and could also be accommodated as a separate unit in 
a second casing 23, as illustrated in the drawing. 

The harmful substance removing device 21 is preferably 
a so called dry chemical treatment device which is adapted 
to completely remove the extremely small quantity of harmful 
gases remaining in the treated gas by a treatment using 
proper chemicals agents. A pipe 24 between the filtering 
device 3 and the harmful substance removing device 21 is 
connected a by a by-pass pipe 25 to the exhaust gas 
introduction pipe 8 . By controlling a valve 26 in the 
exhaust gas introduction pipe 8 and a valve 27 in the by- 
pass pipe 25. accordingly, it becomes possible to directly 
introduce the exhaust gas into the harmful substance 
removing device 21. This by-pass pipe 25 serves also to 
back up the heating device i when any problems occur 
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The outlet of the harmful aubstance removing device 21 
xs co^eoted the exhausting blower 22. The temLl end of 
«> exhaust Pipe 2e extending from the discharge port of the 
exhausting blower 22 opens outside of the casLg 23 " 
Because of the existence of tMs exhausting blower 22, the 
Whole xnterior of the exhaust gas treating system 
illustrated in the drawing is at a negative pressure. 

I^tl tH : '° "'i'i-tion 

xnto the heating dr™ 5 by suction directly from the 

atmosphere. It " t«=t necessary to provide a compressed 
arr cylinder or the like to introduce the oxidation "r to 
the heating drum. ^° 

In such a construction as mentioned above, the 
«haustlng blower 22 is constantly driven when the exhaust 
^treatment unit is in a normal running condition. The 
exhaust gas «,d air are consequently sucked into the heating 

S—T""" "' introduction pipe a and air ' 

xntroductxon pzpe S, respectively, since Sin. in the 
exhaust gas is oxidi.ed when it is brought ihtc contact with 
air « can be determined from the temperature detected by 
the temperature sensor 13 provided in the upper portion of 
the heating drum 5. that the exhaust gas and air have been 
introduced, m a case where the temperature detected by the 
temperature sensor 13 exceeds a predetermined value, it can 

«s^!r "■'""'""■'■> °« in the exhaust 

gas has been increased over a normal quantity. In order to 
avoid any danger, a danger signal will be produced when the 
temperature exceeds the predetermined value. The quantity 
Of air to be introduced into the heating drum 5 will then be 
adjusted to increase the air flow according to the danger 
signal. In addition, an amount of oxygen necessary for 
carrying out the thermally oxidative decomposition of siH. 
contained in the exhaust gas is sufficiently supplied by ;he 
air supply, as opposed to a combustion type exhaust gas 
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treatment unit using a gas burner or the like were larger 
amounts of oxygen are required. 

Since the inside of the heating drum 5 is heated by the 
electric heater 6, the oxidative reaction of SiH, in the 
exhaust gas introduced into "the heating drum 5 and oxygen in 
the air is accelerated. In a case where the ten^^erature 
detected by the temperature sensor 14 provided in the lower 
portion of the heating drum 5, i.e. in the vicinity of the " 
outlet portion thereof, is 350-C or more, the concentration 
of SiH, remaining in the treated gas discharged from the 
heating drum 5 is l ppm or less because almost 100* of the 
SiH«, in the exhaust gas has decomposed. This is an 
excellent value that is remarkably lower than the TLV value 
of 5 ppm specified by law. 

Experimental results obtained when an exhaust gas is 
actually subjected to a thermally oxidative decomposition by 
use of the exhaust gas treatment unit equipped with the 
heating drum 5 are shown in Pig. 2. In this experiment, two 
kinds of exhaust gases were used in which the concentrations 
of SiH, were 0.58% and 0.61%. m the case of the exhaust ' 
gas in which the concentration of SiH«, was 0.58%, the 
experiments were carried out at exhaust gas flow rates 
regulated to be 215 - 225 «/min and 85 ~ no l/min. In the 
case of the exhaust gas in which the concentration Of SiH« 
was 0.61%, the experiment was carried out at an exhaust gls 
flow rate of 215 - 225 «/min. As can be seen from Fig. 2, 
it is exhibited that when the temperature of the outlet 
portion of the heating drum 5 is 250 "C, the rate of 
decomposition of SiR, is as high as 80% in each case, and 
when the temperature is 350«»C or more, the rate of 
decomposition thereof is nearly 100%. Iri other words, if 
the temperature of the outlet portion inside of the heating 
drum 5 is maintained at 350»C, SiK, in the exhaust can be 
almost completely decomposed so as to be made harmless 
irrespective of variations in the flow rate of the exhaust 
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gas and the concentration of SIH.. when the outlet 
temperature becones X.OOO-C or ^re. on the other hand 
nitrogen in the exhaust gas and in the air is oxidl.ed to 
produce NO,. «*iaazea to 

cno,/" '° aificiency in the 

cooling device 2, it is preferred that the tejerature of 

ZsZ.^'TZ" """^"^ ' ^« as 

possible. Accordingly, the controller 16 is adapted to 

receive a detected temperature sig^l fro. the t!^!^rlture 

aensor i, and to control the electric heater e so t^ Z 

temperature of the outlet portion inside of the he^Wnc ^ 

S xs maintained within a range of 350-0 - SOO^C I^ter 

electric heater e has been adjusted, another detection 

axgnai is fed bac. from the temperature sensor a anl hence 

the ten^rature regulation is rapidly carried out 

The exhaust gas which has been heated so as to be 

^'^"^^^ outlet Lzle 

" Of the heating drum 5. and is then introduced intoThe 
a.r-oooled finned pipe is of the cooling device 2. JT. 

g r ^c oHrd ''-^ ^^^^ ^ 'ed 

gas IS cooled down by air from the fan 19 passing over the 

wh?!h H " Of the treated gas 

Which has reached the outlet portion of the air-cooled 

the f T." * predetermined temperature 

the fan ^^ „ determined to be abnormal and a warding sZ.r 

whic?: " '"^ ".perature air 

Which has received heat from the air-cooled finked pipe „ 
i. discharged from a ventilation duct 25 provided on the 
upper portion of the casing 4 to the atmosphere 

The treated gas which has been cooled down in the 
cooUng device 2 is then introduced into the filtering 

SiO. and the like produced by the thermally oxidative 
deco^sition of the SiH.. since the concentration of SiH. 
xn the treated gas which has been passed through the ^' 
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filtering device 3 is 1 ppm or less, it is permissive to 
discharge this treated gas directly to the outside 
atmosphere. In order to ensure the perfect treatment of the 
exhaust gas in the illustrated embodiment the harmful 
substance removing device 21 is connected to the rear stage 
of the filtering device 3 . An extremely fine amount of SiH, 
remaining in the treated gas is, therefore, completely 
removed by its oxidative reaction in the harmful substances - 
removing device 21, Thus, the gas which has been finished 
in the exhaust gas treatment as mentioned above is released 
from the exhausting blower 22 to the atmosphere outside of 
the casing 23 through the exhaust pipe 28, 

The foregoing description relates to a usual treating 
situation. In a case where any abnomality is detected in 
the heating device 1 for any reason, the valve 26 is closed 
and the valve 27 is opened in accordance with an instruction 
from the controller 16. In such a case, the exhaust gas is 
introduced directly into the harmful substance removing 
device 21 so that SiH4 in the exhaust gas is chemically 
removed and the heating device is by-passed. Furthermore, 
in a case where any gas not suitable for being subjected to 
the thermally oxidative decomposition is admixed in an 
exhaust gas, it is also possible that the valves 26,27 can 
be controlled to send the exhaust gas directly into the 
harmful substance removing device 21. 

The heating drum 5 is preferably shaped in a simple 
cylindrical form and has no unevenness on its inner wall 
surface so that it is more difficult for oxidation products 
to be deposited on the inner wall surface of the heating 
drum 5. In a case where the treatment of an exhaust gas is 
continued for a long period of time, however, oxidation 
products may be deposited on the inner wall surface of the 
heating drum 5. In such a case, the valve 30 is opened to 
instantaneously supply a large amount of compressed nitrogen 
or compressed air from the gas header 11 into the heating 



wo 96/16720 



PCT/JP95/D24IS 



- 11 - 

drum 5, whereby such deposits on the inner wall surface of 
the heating drum 5 can be instantaneously removed. 

Although the exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
the aforementioned embodiment is adapted to remove SiH« from 
an exhaust gas stream, the invention is also applicable to 
various noxious gases such as PHj, NHj, NF,, TEOS, TMB and 
CjFj. In a case where another gas is treated, it will be 
easily understood that it is necessary to control the 
temperature of the outlet portion of the heating drum 5 
according to the particular gas. 

Even in the case of a gas which cannot be completely 
decomposed, in the heating drum 5, the complete treatment of 
such a gas can be carried out by the exhaust gas treatment 
unit in combination with a chemical treatment unit as shown 
in the embodiment of Fig. 1. 

As can be seen from the foregoing description, the 
present invention exhibits many advantages. Since the 
exhaust gas treatment unit according to the present 
invention is constructed such that the inside of the heating 
drum is heated by a heating source such as an electric 
heater provided in the outside and noxious gases in an 
exhaust gas are heated by its heat so as to be oxidatively 
decomposed, chemical agents and metal oxides as used in a 
chemical reaction type exhaust gas treatment units are 
unnecessary, and washing liquid and absorption liquid as 
used in a wet scrvibber are also unnecessary. 

In addition, in the exhaust gas treatment unit 
according to the present invention, fuel for combustion and 
cooling water are unnecessary as opposed to a combustion 
type exhaust gas treatment unit using a gas burner or the 
like. Accordingly, the running cost of the exhaust gas 
treatment unit according to the present invention is 
remarkably decreased, as compared with the conventional 
treatment units. 

Since the structure of the heating drum is simple, the 
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attachment and separation and the maintenance of the heating 
drum are also simplified. In addition, it is difficult for 
oxidation products to be deposited on the inside of the 
heating drum by virtue of its structure, and hence the 
5 heating drum can be operated" continuously for long periods 
of time- Since the heating source in the present invention 
is not in direct contact with the exhaust gas less heat from 
the heating source is consumed. In addition, due to the 
controlled temperature of the exhaust gas at the outlet 
10 portion of the heating drum the decomposition reaction is 
stcible . 

In the exhaust gas treatment xinit according to the 
present invention, the quantity of air for oxidation is 
controlled to a minimum quantity necessary for decomposing 

15 the noxious gases. In contrast, a large amount of air is 
required combustion type xxnits where a gas burner is used. 
As a result, the power required for introduction of air is 
also reduced. Finally, since the treated gas is cooled down 
by the air-cooled type cooling device, there is no need for 

20 water as a cooling medium. Accordingly, there is no need 
for supplying water or the like and for providing any 
treating apparatus for the water, thus, the cooling device 
can be made simple in structure. 

While the invention has been described in detail with 

25 reference to a preferred embodiment thereof, it will be 

apparent to one skilled in the art that various changes and 
modifications can be made, and equivalents employed, without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An exhaust gas treatment unit for removing noxious 
gases contained in an exhaust gas by thermal decomposition 
comprising: 

a heating chamber into which exhaust gas and 
oxygen are introduced, the heating chamber having an outlet; 

a heating source disposed at an outer periphery of 
said heating chamber so as to heat an inside of said heating 
chamber; 

a temperature detector for detecting a temperature 
of the inside of said heating chamber in a vicinity of the 
outlet and outputting a detected teit^erature value; 

a controller for controlling said heating source 
in accordance with the detected temperature value from said 
temperature detector so that the temperature of the inside 
of said heating chamber in the vicinity of the outlet is 
maintained within a predetermined temperature range; and 

a cooling device connected to the outlet of said 
heating chamber. 

2. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 1, wherein the predetermined temperature range is 
350" - 500"»C. 

3. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 1, wherein a flow of exhaust gas and a flow of oxygen 
into the heating chamber are each controlled by a valve and 
wherein the exhaust gas and oxygen are introduced into the 
heating chamber through a nozzle. 

4. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 1, further comprising a filtering device for removing 
oxidation products from a cooled exhaust gas exiting the 
cooling device. 
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5. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 1, wherein the cooling device is an air-cooled type 
cooling device. 

6. An exhaust gas treatment \init according to 

claim 5, wherein the air-cooled type cooling device includes 
a cooling pipe having fins on an exterior surface thereof 
and a fan for forcing cooling air across the fins. 

7. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 1, further comprising means for removing oxidation 
products from an inside surface of the heating chamber. 

8. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 1 , wherein the means for removing oxidation products 
includes a compressed gas source for introducing compressed 
gas into the heating chamber to remove oxidation products 
which have been deposited on the inside surface of the 
heating chamber, 

9- An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 1, wherein the heating chamber is a substantially 
cylindrical heating drum. 

10 . An exhaust gas treatment unit according to 
claim 9, wherein the heating source is a cylindrical 
electric heater disposed around the outer periphery of the 
heating drum. 

11. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to claim 
9, wherein the substantially cylindrical heating drum has an 
axis which is positioned vertically. 
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12. An exhaust gas treatment unit according to claim 
1, wherein the heating chamber and the cooling device 
positioned within a ventilated casing to prevent exhaust gas 
from being released to the atmosphere 



are 



13. A method of exhaust gas treatment for removing 
noxious gasses contained in an exhaust gas comprising: 

introducing an exhaust gas containing noxious 
gasses into a heating chamber; 

introducing oxygen into the heating chambers- 
heating the exhaust gas so as to thermally ' 

oxidatively decompose the noxious gasses; 

controlling the temperature of 'the heating chamber 

by controlling a heating source in accordance with a 

temperature value detected by a temperature sensor within 

the heating chamber; and 

cooling the exhaust gas exiting the heating 



chamber. 
14. 



A method of exhaust gas treatment according to 
claim 13, further comprising a step of filtering the cooled 
exhaust gas to remove oxidation products. 

15. A method of exhaust gas treatment according to 
claim 13, wherein the heating step causes SiH, in the 
exhaust gas to be oxidatively decomposed and converted to 
SiOj. 

16 . A method of exhaust gas treatment according to 
claim 15, further comprising a step of filtering the exhaust 
gas to remove the SiOj. 

17. A method of exhaust gas treatment according to 
claim 13. wherein the temperature of the heating chamber is 
controlled to between BSO' - SOO«»C. 
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IS. A method of exhaust gas treatment according to 
claim 13, further comprising a step of removing oxidation 
products from an inside surface of the heating chamber by 
introducing pressurized gas to the heating chamber. 

19. A method of exhaust gas treatment according to 
claim 13, wherein the step of cooling the exhaust gas 
includes cooling the exhaust gas in an air-cooled device. 
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